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The holidays are so important to the 
foundation of fraternalism and family. 
It is fitting that the holiday season 
begins with Thanksgiving, when we give 
thanks; followed by Christmas, when we 
share and renew our faith; and then New 
Years, when we put in place our plans for 
another year.

It’s a time to pause and enjoy all the 
traditions that have made and continue 
to make life “special.”  This is the best 

time of the year for members to actively 
participate in the operation of KSKJ Life 
by attending your local lodge annual 
meeting and the election of lodge 
officers. The local lodge is how we share 
our traditions and preserve our culture. 
The many Christmas festivities and 
Children’s Christmas parties that are held 
promote the memory of 120 years ago 
when the KSKJ was formed. All for Faith 
Home and Country is our motto and our 
local lodges continue to preserve that 
message for our members.  Participate 
so you can be a part of the message!

So you know… Here are just a few 
highlights from the first board meeting 
of your newly elected Financial Board of 
Directors. 

-The Regional Directors and regions 
were reviewed.  Until we can better 
determine the needs for all of the 
Regions, some changes were made. We 

appointed Ashley Mikulan from Lodge 
#50 in Pittsburgh to the open Region 
#1 position on the Fraternal Board. She 
will represent Connecticut, DC and the 
greater Pennsylvania area. Regions #4 
and #5 were reorganized and lodges 
south of Chicago were combined under 
Regional Director Theresa Krampac. 
Lodges #53 and #79 in Waukegan, 
currently in Region #5, will be moved 
to Region #6 under Regional Director 
Patricia Slapnick. Region #8 will remain 
open and not filled at this time. The 
other regions remain the same for now.  

-Approved revising the Scholarship 
program to make it a member benefit, 
rather than a competitive program. More 
information will be coming out next 
year as we finalize the process that will 
be followed. Students will still need to 
apply, and if they meet the criteria that 
we are establishing, they will receive a 

Rudolph 
Krasovec Chair, 
Financial Board 
of Directors  
KSKJ Life

From the Chair of the Financial Board of Directors
 LOOK INSIDE 

Continued on page 2
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Christmas is upon 
us and we have an 
opportunity to say thank 
you to so many people 
who have been good 
to us over the year. The 
great word for Christmas 
is GIVING.  We like doing 
that and we treasure the 
gifts that we receive.  The 

one who GAVE the most is celebrating his Birthday 
on Dec. 25th.  Hopefully this is a very spiritual time 
for the KSKJ members whose faith is at the heart of 

what they do.  Our faith tells us that it is in GIVING 
that we receive.  However, every now and then 
it is good to let someone else GIVE and let them 
experience the joy of giving.  It is precisely in this 
exchange that  we celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas.  My prayer is for all the KSKJ members 
and their families.  Will remember them especially 
at Mass during this Christmas season. God Bless 
you all.

Giving the Gift of Christmas

KSKJ Life
Scholarship Fund

The KSKJ Life Scholarship Committee wishes to 
acknowledge the following, received in 

October 2014.

Richard Fink, Lodge #226 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100.00 

SUB-TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00
General Donations
KSKJ Life donates $10 for each deceased member to 
the Scholarship Fund.
(19 claims paid in October 2014) . . . . . . . . $190.00

TOTAL   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $290.00

scholarship. It will not be a competitive selection 
and we will be giving out a lot more scholarships. 
This is one way for us to share the success of the 
KSKJ with our members. Current scholarship 
recipients need to follow the current program 
and will not be effected by this new program.

-The Financial board is now much smaller, 
so we will be meeting more often to handle the 
significant increase in business.  We will try to 
provide members more access to the financial 
board.  One way we will do this is by visiting 
various areas where we can hold town hall 
meetings. Board members will also be visiting 
more lodge meetings, as will members of the 
Fraternal Board.   

There were many other items discussed, so 
watch for more details on upcoming activities 
and events.

On behalf of all of us at KSKJ Life, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Fraternally,
Rudy Krasovec

Financial Board continued from page 1

Fr. Richard Gielow, C.M.
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On November 17, 2014 SABA hosted the Slovenia: 
Business Opportunities for US Companies conference at 
the Slovenian Catholic-Cultural Center 14525 Main Street, 
Lemont, IL 60439.

Presentations and speakers included: Dr. Božo Cerar, 
Ambassador of Republic of Slovenia in Washington DC, 
Jurcek Zmauc, Slovenian Consul General Cleveland, Ohio, 
Gorazd Rencelj Economic Counselor at the Embassy of 
Slovenia in Washington, DC, Rudy Krasovec, Chairman 
of the Financial Board KSKJ Life, Fr. Peter Rozic American 
Slovenian Education Foundation, Prof. Luka Zibelnik, 
Center for Slovenian Studies, Dean Kravos, representative 
for the Hidria Corporation, Tina Hozjan Ruda, president 
of Slovenian Catholic Cultural Center and Jože Kokal, 
President of SABA.

Following the presentation, KSKJ Life Chairman Rudy 
Krasovec invited Ambassador Božo Cerar and Honorary 
Slovenian Consul John Vidmar to the KSKJ Life (www.
kskjlife.com) home office in Joliet Illinois. The ambassador 
congratulated KSKJ Life (Kranjska Slovenska Katoliška 
Jednota) on their 120 year history.

www.sloaba.com  info@sloaba.com
SABA webmaster, Nevio Prosen
Project Team: Nika Žmauc, Joseph Bendycki, Nevio 

Prosen

Group photo Luka Zibelnik
Ambassador photo Danny Golob

Successful Visit by Slovenian Ambassador

This section will feature 
national board members 
periodically to provide a 
brief bio and have them 
share their insights about 
service and leadership in 
our organization.  We are 
grateful for their guidance 
and contributions!

My name is Andrea 
Ostrowski.  I can honestly 

say that I would not be here if it weren’t for KSKJ 
Life!  My father, Rudy Pugel, from Milwaukee and 
my mother, Pat (Jerina) Pugel, from Waukegan met 
at a KSKJ Life basketball tournament in Cleveland 
43 years ago!  Needless to say, KSKJ Life is very 
near and dear to my heart.  I belong to lodge #65 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  I have been a member 
since birth.  Over the years, I have participated 
in many KSKJ Life sponsored events, especially 
the basketball and bowling tournaments.  My 

siblings and I all received high school and college 
scholarships and have made many life-long friends 
through this organization.  

After getting really involved in planning the last 
bowling and basketball tournaments that were 
held in Milwaukee, I decided that I should start 
going to our lodge meetings and quickly became 
an officer (an auditor).  One of the things that I 
am most proud of is that I brought life back to the 
National Basketball Tournament by coming up with 
the idea to add a volleyball competition for the 
ladies.  It was a huge success and we had so much 
fun.  It was also very competitive!  

Following the success of these events, it was 
brought to my attention that several people 
thought that I would be ideal for the Youth & Adult 
Activities Director position.  I began thinking it 
through and came to the realization that it was my 
time to give back to an organization that has given 
me so much throughout my life.  My 15 years as an 
elementary teacher has certainly given me plenty 

of experience working with children so the position 
just seemed like a perfect fit.  I was able to attend 
the Convention in Orlando back in August and was 
elected to the Fraternal Board!

I have several goals that I would like to accomplish 
as your new Activities Director and they all revolve 
around communication and getting people 
(especially youth) more involved.  I have already 
created a KSKJ Life Athletics & Activities page. 
If you are on Facebook, please make sure that you 
like the page and share it with other members so 
that we can all stay connected and can be made 
aware of upcoming events.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all of you for making me feel so welcome!  I look 
forward to working on the Fraternal Board, meeting 
new people, and am very excited for what the 
future holds.  I have to say I’m really excited about 
the direction of this organization!

Meet Andrea Ostrowski, National Activities Director 
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR FAMILY

YOUTH BOWLING COMPETITION – DECEMBER 1 – MARCH 31, 2015

The “Alternative Bowling Competition” or “ABC” is back for a second season, beginning December 1 and 

running until March 31, 2015!  The ABC is open to all youth members, ages 5-15.  Here is your opportunity to 

participate in a National event, right in your own home town – you don’t need to live close to a lodge to be part 

of this competition!  Bowl with friends, family, or as a lodge event!

ABC – easy as 1-2-3! 

1. Regulation bowling – no bumpers! 

2. After bowling, enter your information either by going online to 

http://fs24.formsite.com/fraternalkskjlifecom/form8/index.html or scanning

the QR code.   You can bowl as many games during this time period as you

like, but only submit your information one time.  Scores will be strictly on the 

honor system.   

3. The number of games will depend on your age group.  

i. Ages 5-6 - one game series, no bumpers.  

ii. Ages 7-9 - two game series, no bumpers.  (Note: Must be bowled on the same day).

iii. Ages 10-15 - three game series, no bumpers.  (Note: Must be bowled on the same day)

Winners will be selected at the end of the tournament, based on the number of participants. Results will be 

posted on the website and in the Voice.     

FAMILY FUN DAY – SUNDAY,  MARCH 1,  2015

Saturday, February 28th and Sunday, March 1st, is a weekend to circle on your calendar now.  The Waukegan 

KSKJ lodges are putting together a weekend filled with activities for every family.  For boys and men ages 12 

and above there will be a Basketball tournament.  For women, high school and above, we will have a Volleyball

competition.  For our members too young to participate in either of those activities, we will have a gym filled 

with kid friendly activities.  (Times for all three events will be announced at a later date).

If you haven’t attended a KSKJ Life Basketball tournament weekend in a while, you won’t want to miss the 

2015 experience.  Bring the family – there are activities for everyone!  

More details will be posted in the Voice, on our website, and on Facebook.   

If you have any questions or comments regarding either of these opportunities, please contact our National 

Director of Athletics, MaryLou Stefanick, at marylou.stefanick@kskjlife.com
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Chamber of Commerce Award
On Monday, November 3rd, KSKJ Life was 

honored by the Joliet Chamber of Commerce 
with the 2014 Financial Services Award.  Chamber 
President/CEO Russ Slinkard remarked that “It is truly 
remarkable that we have an organization here in 
Joliet that will soon approach $400 million in assets.  
Not only that, KSKJ is the fastest growing Fraternal 
Life Insurance Company in the U.S. since 2010.  In 

addition, we recognize the financial contributions 
and volunteer hours that the employees have given 
to numerous local organizations.”

Honored to accept the award on behalf of KSKJ 
Life was Rudy Krasovec, Chairman of the Financial 
Board of Directors.

Also present on behalf of KSKJ Life (pictured) 
were Tony Mravle Jr, Sheri Grimmenga, Michael 

Vidmar, Kathy Lovati, Nancy Garrett, Rudy Krasovec, 
Paul Kaiser, MaryLou Stefanick, Lynn Schmitt, and 
Matthew Watson.

Thank you to our members, board members, 
agents, and home office staff for everything 
you continue to do for KSKJ Life and your local 
communities!  Congratulations to all!

Matching Funds - Making Every Toss Count
On August 16th, Lodges #2 and #29 in Joliet, IL collaborated on a Matching Funds project 

benefiting the Joliet Area Hospice.  The “Bean Bags for Hospice” event was very successful, 

with nearly 50 players and around 200 people attending the event.  Live music was donated 

by several local bands, including Ray Koncar and the Boys, members of Lodge #143.  The 

event was held at the Croatian Club in Joliet, which also partnered with our lodges to host the 

event.  Funds raised at the event were $3600, which qualified for a full match for both lodges, 

bringing the total amount of funds raised to $5600!  Congratulations to Lodges #2 and #29 for 

their successful event and for making a difference!

Pictured from left to right are Rick Kaspar, CEO of Joliet Area 
Hospice, Kathy Lovati (29), Rich Churnovic (2), Rudy Mihelich (2), 
and Bob Zelinski (29).
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Rolling Out the Hospitality in Joliet
The Midwest Regional Bowling Tournament was held in Joliet on the 

weekend of November 8-9.  Twenty teams from Joliet and Waukegan took 
part in the two day event, which provided much more than just bowling.  
Catching up with and meeting new KSKJ members, having a Slovenian 
sausage sandwich, and listening to polka music, may be the bigger reasons 

our members come to these friendly fraternal events.
Many thanks to the four Joliet lodges for hosting the tournament, and a 

special thank you to Mario and Melissa Medved for serving as the tournament 
secretary.

The Waukegan men’s team of (front) Joe Grampo, 
John Kerpan, Dale Grampo, (back) Andy Grom, 
and John Deram are regular competitors in this 
tournament.  Joe Grampo and John Kerpan have 
been bowling in KSKJ tournaments for over 40 years

Ron Simonic, Mario Medved, and Art Cwudzinski 
from Joliet enjoying the day at the lanes.  Perhaps 
Ron and Art’s KSKJ Life shirts brought them luck in 
the doubles competition

Melissa Medved was more than just the tournament 
secretary, she also pitched in to serve the slovenian 
sausages.

The Joliet team of Marissa Lukas, Lydia Marquardt, 
LeeAnn Johnson, Darla Tomac, and Jeannine 
Humphrey is an example of the family that bowls 
together, stays together. 

John Churnovic, Bobby Mutz and the band entertain 
the crowd at the social that followed bowling on 
Saturday.

You’re never too young or too old to enjoy a KSKJ 
Bowling Tournament.  Baby Teigan Deram hopes 
to be the good luck charm for the St. Mary #79 
Waukegan team.  Surrounding Teagan is her mother 
Tiffany Deram, Gerri Knapowski, Melissa Medved 
(Joliet), Nancy Wilcox, and her grandmother Kathy 
Deram

After another busy week at the KSKJ Home Office, 
these staff members came to the lanes ready to let 
loose at the Midwest Regional Bowling Tournament.  
Pictured are: Lauren Rainey, Taleasha Davis, Sherri 
Grimmenga, Monica Morrissette, Terri Petric, Donna 
Thompson, and April Sleyko.



The KSKJ Life Voice  December 2014 - 7

2014 Photo Contest Results
Many thanks to those who sent in the beautiful photos! A special thanks to our anonymous judges for their time and expertise.  The photos were judged on 
these seven criteria: focus, sharpness, detail, color, usage of light, brightness and appeal.  

Congratulations to our winners in each category!  They will receive checks in the amount of $50 (1st), $30 (2nd), and $20 (3rd).  
The following photos were submitted, listed in the order they were awarded.

People Category:   1st Place – Jeana Bain, Lodge #2, Joliet, IL

Scenic Category: 1st Place - Laura LaVigne, Lodge #59, Eveleth, MN

   2nd Place – Lynn Miller, Lodge #2, Joliet, IL

   3rd Place – Leslie Bucar, Lodge #171, Duluth, MN

   Honorable Mention - Theresa LaVigne, Lodge #59, Eveleth, MN 

These were all the photos submitted for the contest.  Thank you for your participation!

Lynn Miller, Lodge #2, Joliet, IL

Theresa LaVigne, Lodge #59, Eveleth, MN

Laura LaVigne, Lodge #59 
Eveleth, MN

Leslie Bucar, Lodge #171, Duluth, MN

Jeana Bain, Lodge #2, Joliet, IL

Andrea Ostrowski
National Youth & Adult Activities Director
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KSKJ Life Lodge News & Happenings
Region #1 

Pennsylvania, Connecticut 
& Washington, D.C.

Blessed Virgin #50, Pittsburgh, PA
Matching Funds project benefiting the Dr. Bill 

Neches Heart Camp for Kids at the Pittsburgh 
Children’s Hospital.

 

Samantha Scholl, a camp participant; Bob Lokar, 
president Lodge #50; Elexa White, camp participant; 
and Keith McIntire, director of the camp and foundation.

Everyone that participated in the event had a great time 
and helped raise funds for a great cause!

Region #2 - Ohio
St. Vitus #25, Cleveland,OH

Greeting! We held our November meeting this 
past Sunday and discussed our annual meeting 
and Christmas party. Please note our meeting starts 
at 1pm and the party at about 2pm in the church 
basement December 14th.  We also discussed the 
need for officers as we need leadership roles filled.  
Consider stepping up and volunteering - the work 
is rewarding.

- John C. Turek, Secretary

St. Joseph #169, Cleveland,OH
Our Christmas party is Sunday, December 

14th, at 3:00 p.m. in the parish hall at St. Mary’s, 
Collinwood. Don’t forget to bring canned/dry 
goods to help stock the St. Mary’s food pantry, 
which serves needy families in our community.

The annual meeting of our lodge will be 
Thursday, December 18th, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
downstairs meeting room of the Collinwood 
Slovenian Home, 15810 Holmes Ave. We will elect 
our officers for 2015 and begin discussing changes 
and new activities for next year. Join us!

A blessed and happy Christmas holiday season 
to all our members and friends, and our prayers for 
good health to all who need them.

- John Nemec

St. Christine #219, Euclid, OH
50 year members of KSKJ Life St Christine 

Lodge 219 will be the honored guests at the 
Christmas Party and meeting Sunday Dec 7th in 
Gateway Manor Community Room, 4 Gateway in 
Euclid, Ohio. Business meeting with election of 
officers will begin at 12 noon,  the Christmas Party 
at 1:30 p.m  with a luncheon.

Please bring new items wrapped for our 
raffle, proceeds go towards our Christmas charity 
projects. Plan to have fun with music, Christmas 
sing along, food, door prizes and fellowship.

There will be no meetings for January or 
February of 2015, our first meeting will be held 
March 8th at1:00 p.m. in Gateway Manor, Euclid.

May our KSKJ Life families have a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 2015, God Bless 
all.

 - Elizabeth Kusar

January
No Meeting
February
No Meeting
March 8
Meeting to plan Communion Mass and Luncheon 
also Join Hands project, at 1p.m. in Gateway 
Manor. Euclid
April
No meeting Easter
May 17
Mass and luncheon, more information coming 

June 14
Membership meeting at 1 p.m. in Gateway Manor
July
No membership meeting.
August
September 13
1 p.m. meeting  at Gateway, start planning our 
Christmas Projects and party
October
No membership meeting
November 8
Plans finalized for our Christmas party a 1 p.m. in 
Gateway Manor, Euclid
December  6
Christmas Party meeting, more information will 
follow

Christ the King #226, Cleveland, OH

Payton and Alexander Marti, two new members of lodge #226.  
They are the grandchildren of KSKJ Life members Debra and 
Robert Santora and children of member Rebecca Marti.

Gabriella Gagliano a new member of Lodge #226 the 
granddaughter of KSKJ Life members Al and Kathy Smith 
along with her mother KSKJ Life member Nora Gagliano.
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KSKJ Life Lodge News & Happenings

Emerson is a new member of lodge #226 and the 
granddaughter of KSKJ member Mark Spann.

Special Notice To All Members of Christ The King 
Lodge No. 226 KSKJ Life.
Cleveland, Ohio – On Sunday, December 14, 2014, 
two very important events will take place.

Our last regularly scheduled monthly lodge 
meeting, commonly known as the Annual Meeting, 
will be held at 10:00 a.m. in the following location: 
The basement hall of the Slovenian National Home 
at East 65th Street and St. Clair Avenue (use the 
parking lot in the rear and use the rear entrance to 
the lower level).

This meeting is probably the most important 
meeting of the year, at which the election of 
officers and planning for the coming year takes 
place. Every member is encouraged to try and 
attend this very important meeting.

At 12 Noon, our lodge will be hosting our 
annual youth member’s Christmas party for all the 
children of our lodge. The party will be held in the 
same location as the above mentioned Annual 
Meeting. Parents are encouraged to attend with 
your children. Invitations will be sent to all youth 
members. Hope to see you all on December 14th.

Please try and attend this very popular 
event. The party location has been chosen to 
accommodate all the children and parents of our 
lodge.

P.S. Please remember to bring some food items 
for the St. Vitus food pantry, and please return your 
RSVP cards that were mailed out to you!

 - Erika Kurbos, Secretary/Treasurer

Region #3 - Ohio
St. Joseph #146, Cleveland, OH

Well, personally things have been rather busy.  I 
have been in and out of town trying to get the last 
bit of sunshine that I can find before the end of the 
year vacations start with my co-workers. 

In November, we had no activities.  Our next 
scheduled activity will be the election of officers 
on December 7th at 12:15 at the NASH (otherwise 
known as the Slovenian Home on E. 80th).  If you 
don’t want to be an officer, but have some good 
ideas for future events, feel free to join us at that 
time and let us know.  We are always open to new 
ideas. 

December 7th will be our lodge Christmas 
party.  Jun us for great fun.  The Christmas party 
will be from 1 - 3 pm and will feature food (always 
good and plentiful), a visit from Santa, bowling, gift 
for all youth lodge members, and a raffle and door 
prizes to start off the Christmas fun.  We will also 
be collecting canned food and non-perishables to 
bring holiday cheer to the less fortunate.   

May all enjoy the days and be thankful for the 
many blessings they have received.

Congratulations to all our first quarter students 
who have achieved honors as well.

- Josie Kmet, Secretary/Treasurer

Region #4 - Illinois
Combined Joliet KSKJ Life Lodges

Hello everyone!  Well, Halloween came and 
went.  Thanksgiving has past us by.  That only 
leaves us with Christmas to tend to.  Yes, folks 
that’s right.  Christmas will soon be upon us.  I 
hope that everyone will be ready for the holiday 
season.  There is so much to do – shopping for gifts, 
wrapping the presents, putting up the decorations, 
shopping for the Christmas tree, baking, and not 
to mention preparing for the Christmas dinner.  As 
for me, I love this time of year.  I could go on, but 
on with the business at hand.

First of all, on Tuesday, November 4th, the Joliet 
KSKJ Lodges held their monthly meeting at T & C 
Bowling Lanes with members from the following 
lodges in attendance:  Lodge #2, Lodge #29, Lodge 
#108 and Lodge #143.

Congratulations go out to the following:  Sam 
Nunez and Pat & Maryann McGinnis.  They were 

our lucky “240” raffle winners for the month of 
November.  Next month (December) will be the 
last chance to win for 2014 – then we will do it all 
over again in 2015.

Nominations and election of officers for the 
ensuing year (2015) will be held at our December 
meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, December 
2nd at 7:00pm at T&C Bowling Lanes.  If you want 
to make a change or want your voice to be heard 
– now is the time to do it.  So, if you feel that you 
will make a difference, please attend this meeting.  
Just a reminder, all officer positions are open 
(President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary, 
Treasurer, Auditors, Reporter and Sergeant-at-
Arms).  Boy, if this doesn’t sound like a political 
announcement.

Just a few reminders:  Mike Vidmar had 
reminded everyone that the Illinois Federation 
meeting would be held on Friday, November 21st 
at 7:00PM in Lemont.  Mike also made mention 
that the scholarship raffle would be held at this 
meeting too.  The KSKJ Family Christmas party will 
be held on Saturday, December 6th at Haunted 
Trails from 9:00am to 12:30pm.  There will be 
raffles, a youth craft table, and not to mention 
getting your picture taken with Santa.  Almost 
forgot, there will be pizza and pop.

The next Joliet KSKJ Lodges meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, December 2nd at 7:00PM at 
Town & Country Lanes.  As always, all are welcome 
to attend.

Being that Christmas is just around the corner, 
I would like to leave you with a song that Bing 
Crosby made famous.  It goes like this:  

“I’m dreaming of a white Christmas – Just like 
the ones I used to know – Where tree tops glisten 
– And children listen – To hear sleigh bells in the 
snow.  I’m dreaming of a white Christmas – With 
every Christmas card I write – May your days be 
merry and bright – And may all your Christmases 
be white.”

On behalf of all the Joliet Lodges officers, I wish 
you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

 - Pauline Mihelich, Joliet Lodges Reporter

St. Joseph #2, Joliet, IL
St Joe’s annual election meeting will be Sunday 
Dec. 7th at 1:00 PM in the Legion Room of St. 
Joe’s Park.  Lunch will be served and door prizes 
awarded. Members are asked to bring canned 
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KSKJ Life Lodge News & Happenings
goods and dry goods to contribute to the 
Christmas Food Drive.

Chairman of the Board, Rudy Krasovec, made 
a surprise visit to our lodge meeting on Nov. 2nd 
in what he said was a new direction he and other 
board members were going to take in the future.  
He intends to get out and visit with local lodges 
when he can and inform members what issues are 
being addressed by the board.  

He announced changes in the KSKJ Life 
scholarship benefits that will insure that all eligible 
members should be able to receive scholarships in 
the future.  Rudy said the Board was going to hold 
off on appointing a Regional Director for Region 
4.  He said the Board was considering if it was 
necessary to fill the position or just allow current 
board members to make themselves available to 
the local lodges in times of need.

Approval was given to make contributions to 
the following organizations this year:

St. Joseph’s Church, Joliet $500 (split between 
St. Joe’s Park Fund and the Church)

The Salvation Army $100
Morning Star Mission $100
The Shepherd’s Table $150
St. John’s Food Pantry $150
Wreath’s Across America $60 for 4 wreaths to 

be placed at Abraham Lincoln Veterans Cemetery 
in Elwood, IL

Fraternals Give Reporter Needed
It was announced that beginning in 2015 KSKJ 

Life Lodge Reporting will be done on-line using a 
new reporting software called FraternalsGive.  We 
are looking for a lodge officer who can serve as our 
FraternalGive Reporter.  That person should have 
internet access and be comfortable navigating on 
the web.  Training will be available thru a PowerPoint 
presentation provided by the home office.  Members 
interested in filling this position are invited to the 
Dec. 7th meeting.

All members are invited to attend the Joliet 
Lodges Christmas party on Sat. Dec. 6th from 9:30 
AM to 12 PM at Haunted Trails on Broadway St new 
Theodore in Joliet.

Attendance Awards at the November meeting 
were won by Audrey Churnovic and Dan Mihelich.

The Installation of 2015 Officers will be on Sunday 
Jan. 4th at 1:00 PM in the Legion Room at St. Joe’s 
Park.  Lunch will be served and door prizes awarded.  

- Rich Churnovic, Jr., President

St. John the Baptist #143, Joliet, IL
Take a look, would you, at our crew of children 

at St. John the Baptist Lodge #143 Oktoberfest 
which was held on September 27th. Have you ever 
seen a better-looking group of kids? And fun they 
had, playing hard at our perfect-weather autumn 
celebration, proving that the decision a couple 
years back to move “Oktoberfest” to the end of 
September was an ingenious idea. Didn’t even 
need a sweater. Special thanks to Stan and Ivanka 
Markun for opening their homestead to our fun-
loving antics. 

Another opportunity of fun can be had at the 
Joliet Area Lodges Christmas Party to be held 
on Saturday, December 6th at Haunted Trails, 
1423 N. Broadway St., Joliet 60435. Registration 
begins at 9:00 AM.  The party is from 9:30 -12:45.   
Children (3-15 years old) will receive a roll of game 
tokens. Pizza will be served from 11:00 - Noon for 
all members. There will be raffle items, including 
a boy’s and girl’s bike, pictures with Santa and a 
craft corner. Please RSVP (# of children/adults) to 
Lynn Miller either at  lynnderella3@gmail.com or 
815-744-7093.

We are proud to report that one of our your 
adult members, Amy Koncar, attended Camp 
Kesem along with 29 camper-children and about 
20 other college counselors. Amy reported by 
phone at our last meeting that the focus of the 
camp is to encourage and support the children of 
parents who have/had cancer. Amy and the other 
facilitators received very positive feedback from 
the families of the children. “I am doing this again 
in 2015,” Amy reports. “We are excited to see the 
future success of Camp Kesem!” Thank you, Amy, 
for your time and energy for this worthy cause.

We will be holding our elections for 2015 Lodge 
Officers on Saturday, December 6th at 1PM at Eric 
and Tina Osburn’s house. While our current officers 
enjoy serving, we are always willing to share the 
opportunities with others, so please consider 
placing your name on the ballot. The positions 
are President, Vice-President, Financial Secretary, 
Fraternal Activities Coordinator (formerly Athletic/
Youth Director), Recording Secretary,  Treasurer, 
Auditors, Communications, Sergeant at Arms and 
Spiritual Advisor. If you are unable to make the 
meeting but would like to be considered, please 
email Tony Mravle Jr. at tmravle@gmail.com as to 
which position(s) you are interested in.

As she did last year, Margaret Koncar has 
organized a volunteer activity for our Lodge 
members to sing carols for the religious at Our 
Lady of Angels Retirement Community at 1201 
Wyoming Avenue in Joliet on Sunday, December 
21st. Come join the chorus and bring along your 
Christmas cheer. We will meet at Noon in the Main 
Entrance foyer of OLA. Thank you once again, 
Margaret, for your organizational skills. In unison, 
I’m sure we’ll sing like the angels!

Pencil/stylus these dates onto/into your 
calendar and look forward to having fun with us: 

Dec. 6 Joliet Lodges Christmas Party @ Haunted 
Trails

Dec. 21. Our Lady of Angels Caroling
Jan. TBA Lodge #143 Christmas Party/Bowling
Feb. 27-29 National Basketball tournament/

Volleyball tournament, Waukegan
Apr. 18-19 National Bowling tournament, 

Milwaukee, WI
June 27 National Golf tournament, Waukegan
July 26 Splash Station, Joliet
We welcome members’ news and boastful 

events. Convey them to Cindy at cynthiamartis@
comcast.net. Have a merry, safe and spirit-filled 
Christmas! 

- Cindy Martis, Communications

Children of families celebrating autumn at St. John the 
Baptist Lodge #143 Octoberfest 
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Amy Koncar, Counselor at Camp Kesem SLU, with RED 
UNIT children ages 6 through 8

Region #5 - Illinois
St. Stephen #1, Chicago, IL

ST. STEPHEN # 1 AND ST. ANNE #170  
HALLOWEEN PARTY

Eleven children and 18 adults attended the 
Halloween party at the Slovenian Catholic Center 
on Sunday, October 19th. All had a good time 
and are looking forward to the next party, which 
will be the Christmas party.  Thanks to Presidents 
Barbara Krampac and Dawn Zamora and to 
secretaries Theresa Krampac and Joanne Sierzega 
for planning, preparing, set-up, serving and clean-
up. 

Barbara’s games Pin the Nose on the Pumpkin, 
Halloween Twister, Bobbing for Apples and the 
Guessing Game (guess the number of pieces of 
candy in the pumpkin) were fun.  Ava Sierzega’s 
guess was the closest. 

Seven children participated in the Children’s 
Costume Contest and parade.  The costumes were 
Guinea Pig, Angel, Jawa from Star Wars, Black 
Spiderman, Mario, Luigi and Red Spiderman.  First 
prize winner was the Angel; 2nd prize winner was 
Jawa from Star Wars.   

Four adults participated in the Adult Costume 
Contest. The costumes were Witch, Mustard 
Container, Elvira, and Spiderman. First prize 
winner was Elvira; 2nd prize winner was Mustard 
Container. 

Thank you to youth members (Taylor McNally 
and Patrick Sierzega II) who assisted Joanne 
Sierzega with the Costume Contests.  Taylor 
collected and tallied the votes and Patrick took 
nice pictures.

Costume Contest winners:  1st prize: Angel (Ava 
Sierzega) 2nd prize:Jawa from Star Wars (Nolan 
Sierzega)

Participants in the Children’s Costume Contest

Adult Costume Winners: 1st prize: Elvira (Theresa 
Krampac) 2nd prize: Mustard Container (Pat Sierzega)

We regret to announce the passing of Irene Korosa 
on October 25th.  Irene was a long-time member 
of Lodge #1 and a generous, kind-hearted mother 
and friend.  Our prayers go out to Irene and her 
family.

Knights of St. Florian #44, S. Chicago, IL
As the fall comes to a close, and we begin to 

prepare ourselves for the season of Holidays, extra 
layers, and brutal Polar Vortexes, we would like 
to reflect upon the fraternal activities we have 
participated in at Lodge #44, St. Florian, these past 
few months as summer came to a close all-too-
soon.

 Back on August 1st (yes, I realize I’m reporting 
on this late!) the lodge headed out to U.S. Cellular 
field to watch the Chicago White Sox battle the 
Minnesota Twins. In addition to watching the Sox 
pull out a “W,” we were surprised by fireworks after 
the game and Elvis impersonators parachuting 
from the sky in honor of the park’s “Elvis Night.”

September 21st brought us to our annual 
Bocce Tournament held at O’Hara’s Bar on the East 
Side of Chicago in a fight to claim the rights to the 
“Boccetti Cup,” the Stanley Cup’s lesser cousin. A 
little history lesson on the Cup: The Boccetti Cup 
was forged by President George Bozzetti himself 
in the fiery basement of Mount Doom (his own 
house) in honor of the prestigious Lodge 44 Bocce 
Tournament. The Cup made its debut for the 2013 
Tournament, and remains the coveted prize for all 
participating teams. The 2014 title was claimed by 
the team of Mary Franko, Jill Jaksich, Mike Jaksich, 
and Violet Davis. As tough as the competition was, 
this team is to Bocce what the Blackhawks are to 
Hockey. Congratulations and a huge thank you to 
all who participated. We look forward to seeing 
you all out on the court next year. 

Our annual Christmas party will be held 
December 14th at 1:00 PM at Crowe Bar on the 
East Side of Chicago. The price for the event will 
be Members - $15, Nonmembers, - $20, and kids 
will be free. Kids will receive a visit from Santa and 
enjoy games set up by the Lodge. Come enjoy 
the Banquet and a day out with the Family. To 
book your reservations, or to follow up with any 
questions or comments, please contact President 
George Bozzetti at 708.334.5434. We hope to see 
you all there!

 - Chris Bozzetti, Lodge #44 Voice Reporter 
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The 2014 Boccetti Cup title was claimed by the team of 
Mary Franko, Jill Jaksich, Mike Jaksich, and Violet Davis

St. Aloysius Lodge #52, Indianapolis, IN
We hope all our members are having a fantastic 

fall so far!  Once again, Lodge #52 has lots of news 
to share! So much has happened since our last 
article!  Our Matching Funds Event to benefit the 
Little Red Society was a success!  We were able 
to raise a nice amount to support this not-for-
profit in our community.  We had a good turnout, 
members of The Little Red Door joined us, which 
was exceptionally nice!  One of the highlights was 
the desserts table, comprised of brownies, cookies, 
and potica rolls.  Thank you to Youth Director, Katie 
Poole, for organizing the event.  

October hosted our Annual Campout and 
Haunted Hayride! Both brought members, and 
families, together to enjoy festivities.  Both nights 
were cold, the campout brought many members 
to join the campers for dinner and games in the 
evening.  We had a campfire, thank goodness!  We 
played Apple to Apples, which is always good for 
a laugh.  A few members participated in cornhole, 
but it was too far from the fire.  S’mores were the 
popular food this year.  Once again, we made them 
with Reese cups in addition to Hershey’s chocolate.  
I will say, the peanut butter does add a nice touch!  
The Haunted Hayride gave a few of our members 
the chance to outrace the Headless Horseman again 
this year!  From ghouls in the woods to storytellers 
by the fire, Conner Prairie hosts a fantastic event 
each year! Be sure to join us next year, especially if 
you have little ones!  

November once again was the month for our 
Annual Chili Fest. Thank you to Marcia Bracik for 
providing us all with warm and yummy chili again 
this year.  She almost stumped us with the secret 
ingredient.  She fooled almost 30 people for 3 

½ hours.  Finally, Vice President Jennifer Velikan 
cracked the case by guessing pumpkin.  Despite 
Marcia’s best efforts, Jennifer was able to foil her 
plan.  The chili fest brought out many members, 
and non-members, this year.  It was quite chilly, 
luckily Joe Mahoney built us TWO fires to prevent 
anyone from freezing.  From chili, to brownies, to 
cinnamon moonshine all who came had a good 
time.  Several of the longer lasting braving the cold, 
played a game of Fact or Crap, where once again, 
Joe and Tonya claimed to be two points ahead even 
if they were down by 5!  

Also, in November, was our Annual Trip to 
Beef and Boards.  We saw their production of The 
Fiddler on the Roof.  The Beef and Boards cast 
did an excellent job!  The musical was produced 
quite nicely on stage, and everyone loved the 
popular songs from the show.  Dinner consisted 
of roast pork, cod, rosemary red skinned potatoes, 
a vegetable medley, and of course several find 
breads to choose from.  Per usual, all in attendance 
left full and happy!

Mark your calendars for our Taste of Slovenia, 
for our Christmas parties.  December 6 will be our 
Children’s Christmas Party.  The location is TBA, 
traditionally the party is from 10am-12pm.  Our Adult 
Party  and Annual Meeting will be the following 
day, December 7 at the Slovenian National Home.  
Stay tuned to our website and Facebook page for 
further details.  If you have not done so, be sure 
to like St. Aloysius on Facebook, www.facebook.
com/pages/KSKJ; we’re posting events and photos 
regularly so if you’re on Facebook be sure to check 
our page! Contact - Jim Rossi Jr. 219-902-0230

- Nasvidenje! Jennifer Velikan

Members Johnny Powell and Marcia Bracik trying to 
stay warm by the fire and the Chili Fest!

Jim Velikan with his dog, Farfel, and Joe Mahoney’s 
dog, Rascal.  All three trying to keep warm by the fire!

Region #6 - Wisconsin
St. John the Evangelist #65, Milwaukee, WI

Congratulations to all of our educational grant 
recipients.  They are:   Makayla Mouradian, Alyse 
Nierzwicki, Phil Bregant, Sarah Bregant, Jacob 
Mouradian, Joseph Nowak, and Jack Mouradian.  
As each one received their grants, we were told 
what their future plans are and what they are doing 
now as they keep up their studies.  You would be 
amazed at their enthusiasm and how they are 
achieving their goals.  Their parents, as well as all 
of our members are very proud of them.  Many 
thanks to the scholarship committee:  Agnes 
Lobacz, Katerina Kaye, Joan Hynek and Jan Gehm 
for reviewing the applications.  All who attended 
this  meeting where the presentations were made 
enjoyed some treats provided by Tom Gorenc, Bill 
Bregant, Agnes Lobacz and Mici Bregant.  Thank 
you very much.

Our annual Christmas Party will be held on 
Sunday, December 14, 2014, at St. John the 
Evangelist Church Hall at 2 PM.  As usual your special 
treats of cookies will be appreciated.  Come and 
enjoy the afternoon with us.  Call me at 414-543-
6695 for more information and of your intentions to 
attend.  We need to know how to prepare.  We have 
not done this in the past, but with rising costs, we 
need to know the number of children and adults 
who will be in attendance.

We decided that your donations of school 
supplies be an going program.  At our last meeting, 

KSKJ Life Lodge News & Happenings
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I read a thank you note from Andrea Ostrowski’s and 
Christa Kerber’s class.  They enclosed a picture of 
their class and each student signed the card.  Many 
thanks to all members who were kind enough to 
help in this Helping Hands Project.

Looking ahead to 2015.  The Third Annual Charlie 
Mouradian Bowling Tournament will be held on 
March 8, 2015, at the New Berlin Bowl on Cleveland 
Ave. just west of Moorland Rd.   Start planning your 
teams and join us for fun, prizes, and refreshments.  
All proceeds will go to our lodge educational grant 
program.  Many to thanks to Debbie Nowak for 
organizing this fun day.  More information will 
follow.

The National Bowling Tournament will be held 
in Milwaukee on April 18 and 19, 2015.  Watch this 
publication for more information. 

Our Matching Funds Event was a huge success.  
The Four Guyz performed to the delight of everyone 
present.  The hall was full and the audience was left 
wanting more of this music.  This kind of program 
could not have been possible without the help 
and cooperation of many members.  Many thanks 
to Aggie Lobacz who chaired this event and 
made sure all things ran smoothly.  Thank you 
to her committee members: Lisa Bregant, Diane 
Mouradian, Joan Hynek, Tom Gorenc, Jan Gehm, 
and Bill Bregant.  Each of them had many helpers 
to aid in their various areas.  Thanks to all of them, 
there are too many to mention individually. Please 
accept our sincere thanks.

Greetings to all of our shut ins and a Very Happy 
Thanksgiving to all of our members.

- Nasvidenje EDMAR Mici Bregant

Sts. Cyril & Methodius #144, Sheboygan, WI
Where has 2014 gone?  I was just writing about 

Christmas activities and here I go writing on that 
same subject.  I hope you marked your calendars 
for first of all December 7th.  This is the day of 
our juvenile Christmas Party.  With very favorable 
responses from last year we are again holding it 
at Blue Harbor.  It will be starting at 1:00 PM and 
will end about 4:00PM.  Cost of the water activities 
will be paid by the lodge along with refreshments. 
Parents, grand-parents you are welcome to 
attend.  You may want to join the kids in some fun.  
Invitations will be out shortly or call Ken Miller at 
452-2342 to make reservations.

Then on December 14th our Annual Meeting 

will be held after the 9:00 AM Mass in Fr. Cherne 
Hall.  Help plan our 2015 events.  After many years, 
Mike Tevsh is resigning from Chairperson of the 
Scholarship Committee.  We want to continue 
giving our young adults attending college Financial 
Aid for their books, lab fees, etc.  If you would be 
willing to be on the committee please call me at 
458-1469 prior to our meeting.  Or better get come 
to the meeting.

Just a friendly reminder to all youth who are 
presently seniors in High School or are present 
enrolled in College how about applying for the 
National Scholarship / Financial Aid awards.  The 
deadline for sending the application in is Feb. 
1st.  It is not too early to start getting the required 
information.  February will be here in no time.  Let’s 
see if we can get some recipients from Lodge # 
144.  We presently have Sarah Miller and Rachael 
Fredericks getting Scholarships.  Let’s add to that 
list.

On behalf of our officers I want to wish you a 
Very Happy Thanksgiving.  

- Pat Slapnick, President

Region #7 - Minnesota & 
Michigan

St. John the Baptist #20, Ironwood, MI
It is that time of year again!
We would like to welcome all members of the 

KSKJ St. John the Baptist Lodge #20 to our annual 
Christmas Party. It will be held on Dec. 28th, 2014 
at the Golden Dragon Chinese Restaurant in 
Ironwood Michigan on US.2/Cloverland Drive at 
12:30pm immediately following 11am Mass.

We once again urge members to show their 
spirit for the season by bringing in non-perishable 
food items that will be donated to the St. Vincent 
De Paul food pantry in Ironwood, Mi. Let us come 
together in the spirit of giving to those in need.

We will also be holding a brief meeting for 
election of officers, as well as honoring those who 
have been in the lodge for 50+ years.

The meeting at the Christmas party this year 
will be in loving memory of life-long member and 
former lodge chapter president, Katherine Ruppe, 
who passed away peacefully at the age of 99 on 
October 11th, 2014.

We hope to see everyone from the lodge there.
A life-long member of the KSKJ, Katherine was 

our longest standing member and served dutifully 
as president of our lodge for many years.

Katherine lived life to the fullest and is fondly 
remembered by her children, her grandchildren, 
and her many nieces and nephews. A few great 
memories will always be her award winning 
bread and povatica, her beautiful garden, and her 
sewing. As a great-niece, I will always smile when 
I think of her, my grandma, and their other sisters, 
playing cards every Saturday and laughing till tears 
streamed down their faces.

She will be deeply missed by all, but we know 
she is in Heaven’s loving light reunited with the 
family who went before her.

- Andrea Mesich, Lodge Reporter

Katherine Ruppe

St. Elizabeth #171, Duluth, MN

“Scooby, Dooby, Doo, Where are You”?  Posing in 
character are Rick Hoffman as Fred, Leslie Bucar as 
Daphne, Maija Bucar as Shaggy, Anja Bucar as Velma, 
and little Brian Bucar as Scrappy Doo.

KSKJ Life Lodge News & Happenings
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Taking a photo with Bishop Anton Jamnik, the Bishop of 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, are members of the Singing Slovenes 
and also KSKJ members.  Mary Spehar, White, Mark 
Spehar, Frank & Sharon Bucar, Hannah Hudson, grand-
daughter of Frank and Sharon.  These members also served 
as lectors and gift bearers for the English Mass on Sunday.

Matching Funds Project was a pasty sale for 
the“Handicapped Accessible Altar Project”.  Over 1,000 
pasties were made and sold and the net profit was $2,556.64 
plus $ 1000.00 from KSKJ Life.  Pictured are Sharon Bucar, 
Father James Bissonette, Jerome Blazevic,  (whose father, 
Viictor Blazevic,  was one of the charter members of Lodge 
#171), Ann Menart, Alice Janchar, Dolores Pogorelec.  In 
back are Frank Bucar and Joe Janchar.

New leader of the “Singing Slovenes”?? Well, not quite 
yet, but well on his way.  Little “Brian Bucar”, 15 
months old, dressed in his Slovene attire.  Parents are 
Frank & Leslie Bucar.

Blessed Virgin of Help #196, Gilbert, MN

Left:  Karl Oberstar Jr.(Gilbert Lodge #196 President)
Center:  Gilbert Mayor Michael Skenzich 
Right: Leo Skrebec (Chairman for the City Committee 
on this Banner Fundraiser and is Vice President of 
Lodge #196 as well).

Region #8 - 
Colorado, California,

Montana, Kansas
St Joseph Lodge #7, Pueblo, CO

At  the  regular meeting of St. Joseph Lodge 
#7 the dates for the December Annual Meeting  
were  set for December 7th and the Children’s 
Party was scheduled for December  14th at 2 p.m.   
The dates were set not to coincide with members 
holiday schedules.  All members are urged to be 
present for the annual meeting as the lodge is 
experiencing some structural concerns as the area 
is in the process of some highway changes.   And 
as a reminder, be sure to bring the youngsters to 
meet Santa Claus and enjoy MR. ED’s program with 
refreshments at the Christmas party.  

Once again St Mary Church held their annual 
Slovenian Supper on November 1st that provided 
the various ethnic foods and heard the Preseren 
Glee Club Choir presentation.  The tickets were 
sold very soon for the capacity seating , reminding 
the lovers of ethnicity to buy early!  The parish hall 
had a huge display of pictures that included the 
cooking and creating of the unique menu as well 
as information and a video of Slovenian culture 
that included excerpts  of the recent  CD,  Potica, 
Pints And Prayers  in Old Bojon Town, according 
to chairpersons, Elaine Volk and Joan Mihalick.   St 
Joseph Lodge members, as in previous years, were 
present to provide the beverages.

For many year St.  Mary Parish Hall has displayed 
the large KSKJ Lodge #7 mural of “St Joseph” our 
Patron that was taken from the ceiling of the old St 
Mary Church on Clark Street in the Grove.  This year 
the mural of the “Sacred Heart of Jesus” has been 
placed beside it.  It too was removed years ago from 
the old church.  The mural was given to St. Mary as 
a gift from Dr. and Mrs. Cichon.  These murals and 
many more were painted on parchment on the 
ceiling by Charles Schnorr and since removed had 
found locations throughout Pueblo.  Father Cyril 
Zupan, the founding and Slovenian Pastor, secured 
the services of the painter for this art work.

    Charles Schnorr was a famous artist  born on 
January 14, 1880 in Pittsburg, PA and won worldly 
recognition throughout his life.  At age 19 he won 
a gold medal and $1000 to the Academy of Fine 
Arts of Philadelphia.  Later he went to Vienna and 
Paris to study.  He came to Pueblo, in 1910 and died 
in 1940. Among his many works include murals in 
the Pueblo County Court House and a number of 
churches and theaters. The Hippodrome in New 
York contains one of his outstanding works, “The 
Thousand Horses.” 

     As we are able to enjoy our Patron St Joseph’s 
mural, we now appreciate the benefit of the 
historical life  of these beautiful  murals.

- Bernice Krasovec, Correspondent.

KSKJ Life Lodge News & Happenings
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KSKJ Life Calendar of Events
D E C E M B E R

2—Combined Joliet KSKJ Lodges, Joliet, IL 
Lodges Meeting, 7PM T&C lanes

2—Blessed Virgin of Help #196, Gilbert, MN 
Lodge Meeting & Officer election

4—St. Francis #29, Joliet, IL 
Christmas party, at noon at 176 West, at 1100 N. 
E. Frontage Rd.(Operating Engineers Hall) Joliet 

6—St. Aloysius Lodge #52, Indianapolis, IN 
Children’s Christmas party 

6—Combined Joliet KSKJ Lodges, Joliet, IL 
Family Christmas Party

6—St. John the Baptist #143, Joliet, IL 
2015 Officer Election & Christmas party

6—St. Elizabeth #171, Duluth, MN 
Youth and Adult annual Christmas party at 6:00 
PM after the 5:00 PM Mass.  The menu is potluck.  
Please bring canned goods for the food shelf.  
RSVP by Nov. 30th to Activities Director, Barb 
Larson at (715) 398-5693.

7—St. Joseph #2, Joliet, IL 
Officer Election

7—St. Joseph #7, Pueblo, CO 
Annual  Lodge Meeting  11: 00 a.m.  St Joseph 
Lodge Hall

7—St. Francis #29, Joliet, IL 
Meeting at 1 p.m. at St. Joe park hall

7—Blessed Virgin #50, Pittsburgh, PA 
Children & Adult Christmas party.

7—St. Aloysius Lodge #52, Indianapolis, IN 
Adult Christmas party & meeting

7—St. Joseph #53, Waukegan, IL 
Annual Lodge Christmas Party for St. Joseph #53 
and St. Mary #79 at Bertrand Lanes 12:30 PM

7—St. Genevieve #108, Joliet, IL 
Lodge #108 Christmas party; nomination and 

election of officers for 2015; installation of 
officers; 50-year members honored.

7—Sts. Cyril & Methodius #144, Sheboygan, WI 
Juvenile Christmas party @ Blue Harbor

7—St. Joseph #146, Cleveland, OH 
Election of Lodge Officers 12:15 & Christmas 
party 1:00 PM

7—St. Anne #150, Cleveland, OH 
Annual Christmas party

7—St. Jerome #153, Strabane, PA 
Adult - Children’s Christmas Party at lodge home, 
corner of Alexander Avenue & Chartiers Street 
in Strabane 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Call Beverly 
Rosselle at (724) 873-0914 for details

7—St. Christine #219, Euclid, OH 
Christmas party at Gateway Manor

7—St. Francis #236, San Francisco, CA 
Christmas party 12:00 PM

8—St. Lawrence #63, Cleveland, OH 
Annual meeting and Christmas party. Contact 
Jean at 440-526-8658 or jmarincic@att.net for 
more information.

7—St. Joseph #7, Pueblo, CO 
Annual Children’s Christmas Party  2:00 p.m.  St 
Joseph Hall

14—St. Joseph #7, Pueblo, CO 
Annual meeting and elections of officers at 1pm 
Christmas party 2pm 

14—St. Vitus #25,  Cleveland, OH 
Annual meeting and elections of officers at 1pm 
Christmas party 2pm

14—Knights of St. Florian #44, S. Chicago, IL 
Christmas party at 1 PM

14—St. Joseph #53, Waukegan, IL 
Lodge Meeting at Bertrand Lanes 9:15 AM

 

14—St. Cyril & Methodious Lodge #59, 
Eveleth, MN 
Christmas party, Sunday, December 14th

14—St. John the Evangelist #65, Milwaukee, WI 
Christmas party

14—Mary of Perpetual Help #136, Willard, WI 
Annual meeting at 10:30 am at Holy Family 
Parish Center, with Election of Officers and Feed 
the Hungry Campaign to take place. Potluck 
lunch at noon followed by Children’s Christmas 
party. Silent Auction during party for the CYO.

14—St. Joseph #169, Cleveland, OH 
Christmas party @ 3PM

14—Blessed Virgin of Help #196, Gilbert, MN 
Youth & Adult Christmas Party. St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Gilbert, starting at 12:00PM . Note:  this is 
a time change from previous years.  Call Katherine 
at 218-741-5029 no later than December 7th

14—Christ the King #226, Cleveland, OH 
Lodge meeting and elections of officers at 10:00 
am at the Slovenian National Home on St. Clair Ave. 
followed by the children’s Christmas party at 12:00 
noon.

18—St. Joseph #169, Cleveland, OH 
Our annual meeting will be Thursday, Dec. 18, at 
6:30 p.m. at the Collinwood Slovenian Home.

21—St. Stephen #1, Chicago, IL 
Lodge meeting at Slovenian Catholic Center, 
Lemont, at noon.

21—St. Stephen #1, Chicago, IL & 
St. Anne #170, Lemont, IL 
Christmas party at 1 p.m. at the Slovenian 
Catholic Center, Lemont.

21—St. John the Baptist #143, Joliet, IL 
Our Lady of Angels - Caroling

28—St. John the Baptist #20, Ironwood, MI 
Christmas party
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KSKJ Life Calendar of Events
JANUARY

4—St. Joseph #2, Joliet, IL 
Installation of 2015 Officers

4—St. Francis #29, Joliet, IL 
Christmas Party at 176 west at noon 

11—St. Vitus #25,  Cleveland, OH 
Lodge Meeting

11— Christ the King Lodge #226 
at 12:00 at the Slovenian Home is our meeting 
for installation of officers and New Years party.

19—St. Aloysius #52, Indianapolis, IN 
Beef & Boards 
Beef & Boards (9301 Michigan Rd)  
Come watch The Fiddler On the Roof! Full buffet 
begins at 12:15 and curtain is at 1:30. Tickets are 
$47 each and are limited!  Rick Brodnik 317-292-
3505 rick.brodnik74@gmail.com

20—St. Francis #29, Joliet, IL 
Last Euchere 6:30 st. Joe park

21—Illinois Federation Meeting 
Friday at 7 p.m. at the Slovenian Catholic Center 
in Lemont, IL

23—Christ the King Lodge #226   
Sunday November 23rd. 2014 Honoring 50 year 
members. Mass at 10:30am at St. Vitus Church 
followed by brunch at 12 noon. 
Contact Erika Kurbos 
at (216) 383-1212

FEBRUARY

1—St. Vitus #25, Cleveland, OH 
Dinner honoring the 50 year members

27-29—St. John the Baptist #143, Joliet, IL 
National Basketball Tournament

8—St. Christine #219, Euclid, OH 
Lodge Meeting

Because she loved us,

She got us out the door in the morning,
Soothed rough days,
Planned great family vacations,
Worked hard but was always home for dinner,
Made the best mac-n-cheese,
Was our loudest cheerleader. 

She died of cancer two years ago.

Because she loved us,
We can stay in our home.
The kids won’t need to change schools.
Their college education is taken care of.
We can worry about the other things in life besides money.

She still loves us. And she still shows it.

This piece has been reproduced with the permission of Life Happens, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping consumers make smart insurance decisions to 
safeguard their families’ financial futures.  Life Happens does not endorse any insurance company, product or advisor. © Life Happens 2014.  All rights reserved.

Life Insurance. You do it for love.

Learn more about the power of life insurance at lifehappens.org
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A Christmas Prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus,

That we may share in the song of the angels,

The gladness of the shepherds,

And worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world.

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every 
greeting.

Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and 
teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy 
children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds 
with grateful

Thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.

Amen.

KSKJ Life Death Claims
The following is a list of deceased KSKJ Life members whose death claims have been received and paid by the Home Office in October 2014. 
A donation to the KSKJ Life Scholarship Fund has been made in behalf of each:

Name City, State Lodge 
Arlo Adair Brainerd, MN 197
Nancy Bartell Hanover Park, IL 601
Veronica Centa Barberton, OH 110
Marie Dular Cleveland, OH 169
Bernard Gerbec, Sr. Barberton, OH 110
Olga Glicker Beachwood, OH 169
John Grzincic Willoughby Hills, OH 219
Viola Kastrinos Phoenix, AZ 7
James Kirn San Jose, CA 53

Stefan Korosec, Sr. Cleveland, OH 25
Geraldine Kuhar Joliet, IL 29
Barbara Lee Seminole, FL 53
Enid Loncher Palm Desert, CA 50
Albena Lunka Hudson, WI 59
Lois Parthun Downers Grove, IL 2
Metoda Perterson Pueblo, CO 169
Gloria Schiffler Chicago, IL 1 
Maureen Sersen West Mifflin, PA 50
Robert Zaic New Hope, MN 59

St. Lawrence #63 is proud to host a

Young Adult Holiday Hour
Monday December 29, 2014

7pm-9pm
Hard Rock Café Downtown Cleveland

Come enjoy the holiday with fellow KSKJ Members
The evening will consist of Appetizers, Soft drinks and a

Horse Drawn Carriage ride through Downtown Cleveland
RSVP a must by 12/26/14 text Brenna (440-465-4230) with your name,

Lodge number and number of people attending.
All KSKJ members between the ages of 17 and 25 are welcome.

For reflection:
Father God,

When your precious Son became a tiny baby 
in a stable in Bethlehem,

In poverty and simplicity,

You changed our world.

As we imagine those surroundings, we join 
with the shepherds and wise men

In wonder and praise.

We thank you for our material lives,

Praise you for our spiritual lives,

And trust in you for our eternal life.

Amen

For those who work on Christmas Day:
Lord, as I spend today going about my work,

Help me to put aside any bitterness that I’m not 
celebrating

At home with loved ones.

Give me a special sense of your presence as I 
meet people,

That I may shed on them the light of the 
Bethlehem Star,

The Spirit of Christmas.

Amen

At present opening time:
Lord Jesus,

Wise men traveled for miles to 
bring you the first Christmas 
presents.

Help us remember with thankful 
hearts the love that comes with 
each present we open.

Thank you for the amazing love 
you have for each of us, and thank 
you for the many gifts that you 
have given to us.

Amen

Prayers for Christmas



The KSKJ Life Voice18 - December 2014



The KSKJ Life Voice  December 2014 - 19

It’s not easy being a single parent, but Lauri Turnes  
faced more hurdles than most. A school bus driver in 
southern Virginia, Lauri suffered severe injuries from a  

car accident that left her barely able to walk and unable 
to work. In addition, her daughter, Jessi, was battling a  
life-threatening kidney ailment.

When financial strains became severe, Lauri would sometimes 
turn to the whole life insurance policy she had purchased years 
earlier. By withdrawing funds from the policy’s accumulated 
dividends, she could make ends meet when money was espe-
cially tight. But by the time Lauri needed to buy a new car for 
herself and a high school class ring for Jessi, the dividends were 
exhausted.

Lauri considered cashing in the policy to make 
those purchases, but her insurance agent, Lynne 
Crittenden, CPCU, counseled against it. Knowing 
that the coverage was still needed to safeguard 
Jessi’s financial future, Lynne instead arranged for 
Lauri to borrow money from the policy, which 
allowed it to remain in force.1

Not long afterward, while driving alone on a rain-
slicked road one Saturday afternoon, Lauri lost con-
trol of her new car and struck a tree. She died at the scene. Today, 
Jessi lives with her grandparents and is studying nursing at Central 
Virginia Community College. She is in good health, thanks to a 
kidney donation from her half-sister. Lauri’s life insurance policy 

and a death benefit from her auto insurance policy have 
provided Jessi with a financial cushion that can help pay college 
expenses or, perhaps, be used as a down payment on a home. 
“Lauri is an example of someone who struggled financially but 
was able to take care of her daughter,” says Crittenden.

Lauri Turnes with daughter Jessi Burch in 1994 (inset).  
Today, Jessi and agent Lynne Crittenden, CPCU

A Single Mom’s Gift to Her Daughter

The Benefits of Permanent Insurance

L auri had whole life insurance,  
a form of permanent insurance. 
Though more expensive than  

term life insurance when initially pur-
chased, permanent policies offer  
these unique benefits.  
 
ACCESS TO CASH 
A policy’s cash value can be surren-
dered, in total or in part,  
for cash that can be put toward  impor-
tant uses like a child’s  
education, a business opportunity  
or supplemental retirement income. Also, 
you can borrow from your  
insurer at relatively low interest  
rates and use the cash value as collat-

eral. The loan is not dependent on 
credit checks or other restrictions like 
loans from most financial institutions. 
Keep in mind that the policy’s death 
benefit and the cash surrender value 
will be reduced by any unpaid loan 
amount.

FLEXIBILITY 
If you need to stop paying premiums,  
the cash value can keep your insurance 
protection in force for a period of time.

TAX ADVANTAGES
Cash value accumulates on a tax-
deferred basis, similar to assets in most 
retirement and college savings plans. 

Death benefits paid to the beneficiary 
generally are not subject to federal 
income tax.

GUARANTEED COVERAGE
As long as you pay your required pre-
miums, you’ll have the coverage for 
life and won’t need to worry about 
being unable to afford coverage if your 
health deteriorates.

STABLE PREMIUMS
With many types of permanent insur-
ance, premiums will remain constant 
or stable over your lifetime. With term 
insurance, premiums increase as you 
age.

1 Borrowing against a policy’s cash value or dividends to pay premiums will reduce the cash value and death benefit, but can keep a policy in force in difficult financial times.

The Life and Health Insurance Foundation for Education is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping consumers make smart insur-
ance decisions to safeguard their families’ financial futures. © 2009 LIFE. All rights reserved.

 

 

This piece has been reproduced by KSKJ Life with the permission of Life Happens, a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping consumers make smart 
insurance decisions to safeguard their families’ financial futures. Life Happens does not endorse any insurance company, product or advisor. © Life 
Happens 2014. All rights reserved.
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The perfect gift for your child or grandchild is Life Insurance.  Why?  Because 
one day they will really need it and now is the best time to invest in it.  There 
are so many reasons to start this and here are a few:

1. Right now they may be healthy enough to qualify for it.  As you know, 
everyone’s health changes over time.

2. When you add the Guaranteed Insurability Rider, the child is guaranteed 
to be able to purchase additional insurance without proof of insurability.  It 
is very important when they cannot qualify due to their current health, but 
still have a need for coverage because they have a spouse, children or a 
mortgage.

3. You may be starting their first savings program with cash value growth and 
dividends.  This program can help provide for college, emergency fund and 
retirement.

These are so many ways to utilize Life Insurance and we have just touched on 
a few.  Be sure to contact your KSKJ Life Agent or contact the Home Office for 
more information.  855-332-8809

Unlike term insurance, which is          
temporary coverage, a permanent whole 
life policy offers protection for as long as 
you live and as long as you pay your  
premium.  This life insurance plan      
enables you to ensure that your family 
will remain financially secure regardless 
of your health condition as you age.     

Insurance proceeds can fund       
several types of expenses: 

 Funeral Costs 

 Medical Expenses 

 Mortgage and Other Debt 

 Taxes 

 Estate Settlement Costs 

 Ongoing Expenses 

 College Expenses 

Permanent Whole Life   
Features  

 Offers life-long protection 

 Available to persons ages 0 to 85 

 Death benefits are paid to your    
beneficiaries income tax free  

 Tax-deferred savings  

 Cash  accumulation over time 

 Level premiums to the age of 121 

 Eligible to earn dividends             
(not guaranteed)   

 Cash values can be access during the 
lifetime of the insured 

 KSKJ Life offers shorter payment 
periods such as 10– Pay or 20-Pay 
Life plans 

Permanent Whole Life 
  

 

 

 
Additional Optional Riders  
Include: 
 
Accidental Death:  Pays an 
amount above the insurance if 
death is the result of an accident.  
 
 
Additional premiums will be 
charged if optional riders are  
selected.  

Optional Riders include: 
 
Waiver of Premium: KSKJ Life pays your 
premium if you become totally  disabled. 
 
Guaranteed Insurability:  At  a specific age 
in your policy, you are able to  increase your 
insurance regardless of health or occupation.   
 
Accelerated  Death:  If you are diagnosed 
with a terminal illness with less than one 
year to live, you may access up to 50% of 
your  insurance benefit proceeds; your  
beneficiary will receive the remaining 
portion after death.   

Ask your insurance agent 
about additional KSKJ 

Life Products: 
 
Permanent Life Products include: 
 
 Whole Life 
 Single Premium Whole Life 
 10 Pay Whole Life 
 20 Pay Whole Life 
 
Term Life Products include 10, 20 
and 30 Level, and Student Term up 
to age 30.  
 
Deferred Annuity Products: 
 
 Flex One Annuity 
 Flex Two Annuity 
 5 year Window  
 3 Year Single Premium 
 5 Year Single Premium 

KSKJ Rates are classified:  
 
Preferred:   No use of any tobacco product 
within the last 36 months (available only 
for insurance amounts above $100,000) 
 
Non-Tobacco: No use of any tobacco 
product within the last 12 months.  
 
Tobacco:  Used a tobacco product in any 
form within the last 12 months 

The Perfect Gift


